FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
EXCELAIRE NAMES GENE PORTELA GENERAL MANAGER FOR ITS NEW LONG ISLAND FBO   

RONKONKOMA, NEW YORK, Sept. 25, 2007 – ExcelAire, one of the nation’s leading private jet charter firms, today announced that Gene Portela has been named General Manager of its new world-class FBO (Fixed Base Operation) facility at Long Island MacArthur Airport in Islip.  

Mr. Portela, with more than 20 years’ aviation experience, served as General Manager and Service Manager for ExcelAire’s Eastway Aircraft Services for 14 years. Before that, Mr. Portela was Parts Department Manager for Eastway Aircraft Services, where he expanded it from a facility-only support site to a worldwide distributor of parts.  ExcelAire’s wholly-owned subsidiary, Eastway Aircraft Services, is an FAA-approved Repair Station that maintains the entire ExcelAire fleet and provides retail maintenance services to a variety of other customers.

With extensive FBO experience,  Mr. Portela worked at Beachcraft East/Raytheon Aircraft Services for nine years in a variety of FBO positions, including as an aircraft lineman, aircraft parts clerk, salesman and supervisor for all forms of sales and inventory management.

“Gene is the ideal manager to oversee our new state-of-the-art FBO for private jets, leveraging his extensive customer service experience along with his expertise in facility management,” said Bob Sherry, CEO of ExcelAire. “Our new FBO will offer a full range of services for passengers, crews and owners, including the sale of aviation fuel and retail aircraft maintenance and avionics services.” 

Mr. Portela has been a private pilot for more than 20 years.

ExcelAire has the New York metropolitan area’s largest locally based Gulfstream fleet, including GIIIs, G450, IV-SP and the ultra long-range GV. The company also operates the ultra-long-range Global Express, two Embraer Legacy 600s, Hawkers and Lear jets.    

About ExcelAire

ExcelAire (www.excelaire.com) is one of the nation’s leading private jet charter firms, specializing in worldwide private jet charters, aircraft management, maintenance and sales. The company maintains office and hangar space at Long Island MacArthur Airport (ISP). Further information about the entire ExcelAire fleet, including downloadable photos and individual aircraft specifications, is available at ExcelAire’s newly relaunched website, or by calling 1-800-773-9235.
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For more information, contact:   Lisa Hendrickson, LCH Communications, 516-767-8390 or Lisa@LCH Communications.com

